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ART AND PROGRESS 



zation of the Chicago Plan. Lectures 
have been given by its secretary on Munic- 
ipal Art, a retrospective exhibition of the 
Art of Chicago has been held, a per- 
manent gallery for Chicago artists estab- 
lished, as well as funds secured for a 
frieze for the decoration of the waiting 
room of the Juvenile Court. Under its 
exhibition committee, consisting of dele- 
gates from 55 clubs of Chicago, a Munici- 
pal Art Gallery has been established, 
paintings have been bought, prizes given, 
and tours through the Art Institute and 
to private collections and artists' studios 
conducted under the leadership of well- 
informed persons. Here is certainly 
stimulating example. 

items op Denver will this year 
interest from have a "safe and sane" 
Denver celebration of the 
Fourth of July. The 
sale of fireworks and explosives will be 
limited and a committee of citizens is 
planning an elaborate parade, and an in- 
teresting celebration of patriotic character 
at the auditorium, which, with the parks, 
will be thrown open by the city to the 
public. The Civic Center for which 
Denver has battled so valiantly and per- 
sistently is now practically assured and 
the work of securing the ground will soon 
be under way. The plan for this Civic 
Center include a plaza — provided with 
seats for several thousand people, afford- 
ing a central gathering place for all 
manner of outdoor patriotic meetings, 
band concerts and the like, and a sunken 
garden embellished with sculpture, foun- 
tains, flowers, and foliage. To further 
beautify the city several thousand maple 
and elm trees were given out by the mu- 
nicipality the early part of April to 
persons who would plant them about their 
premises. In addition to all this Denver 
has lately taken up the subject of police 
regulation of picture exhibitions, all mov- 
ing picture theaters being not only placed 
under censorship, but compelled to in- 
stall side lamps that will light the houses 
while the pictures are being shown. 
Lastly, a notable exhibition has been held 
at the newly opened Art Gallery in the 
Public Library under the auspices of the 



Artists' Club. Over eight thousand per- 
sons attended this exhibition and a 
painting entitled "Upland Farms," by 
Mrs. Charlotte B. Coman, was purchased 
for a permanent public collection. 

municipal The report of the 
improvements Metropolitan Improve- 
ments Commission of 
Boston, appointed by act of legislature in, 
1907, has just been printed and makes 
a. volume of more than three hundred 
pages. The scope of the investigation en- 
trusted to the Commission was very broad, 
embracing any public works which in its 
opinion would tend to the convenience of 
the people, the development of local busi- 
ness, the beautifying of the Metropolitan 
District, or the improvement of the same 
as a place of residence, but the work has 
been conducted along tangible lines and 
the recommendations made are concrete 
and practical. The first effort was to se- 
cure information from other cities and to 
seek suggestion and co-operation from the 
citizens of Boston. Not only were the 
services of experts employed but mem- 
bers of the Commission individually de- 
voted much time to special investigation. 
Mr. Robert S. Peabody, for example, 
spent, in the summer of 1907, several 
months in Europe studying municipal and 
port improvement in some of the chief 
cities and in the summer of 1908 Mr. 
Desmond Fitz Gerald devoted considera- 
ble time to the investigation of port con- 
ditions in the foremost cities on the 
Atlantic coast. The paramount question 
considered was transportation, and the 
several chapters of the report deal re- 
spectively with railroads and terminals, 
docks, highways, waterways, water front- 
age, and a civic center. The report on 
railroads and terminals is by Mr. George 
R. Wadsworth, engineer, to whom the 
study of the present steam railroad sys- 
tems and their terminals within the 
district was entrusted ; the report on docks 
is by Mr. Desmond FitzGerald, and on 
the Metropolitan Plan, the highways of 
the district as a whole, by Mr. Arthur A. 
Shurtleff, landscape architect; Mr. Rich- 
ard A. Hale contributes the chapter on 
the feasibility of constructing inland 
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waterways, and Mr. Sylvester Baxter, the 
secretary of the Commission, reports upon 
the subject of the noncommercial use of 
the waterfront of Boston Bay. Many 
maps are given and each subject is treated 
in a manner at the same time thorough 
and concise. For like commissions this 
report supplies valuable data, and for all 
urging civic improvement it will have an 
interest. 

exhibition Under the auspices of 
in Minnesota the Minnesota State Art 
Association an exhibi- 
tion of paintings by contemporary Amer- 
ican artists assembled by the American 
Federation of Arts has been set forth in St. 
Paul, Minneapolis, and New Ulm, open- 
ing on March 10th and closing on April 
24th. Sixteen of the paintings were in- 
cluded in the collection shown this winter 
at Fort Worth, Texas, and New Orleans, 
but the remainder were collected from the 
artists' studios in Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia. The catalogue includes 
landscapes by Leonard Ochtman, Arthur 
Parton, Williard L. Metcalf, Ben Foster, 
Charles Warren Eaton, Birge Harrison, 
R. M. Shurtleff, Childe Hassam, W. E. 
Schofield, William S. Robinson, and 
others, and figure paintings by Abbott 
Thayer, Douglas Volk, Irving Wiles, 
William M. Chase, F. Ballard Williams, 
E. C. Tarbell, and F. W. Benson. In St. 
Paul the exhibition was held in the audi- 
torium, was opened with a brilliant re- 
ception, and had an attendance of more 
than one thousand persons a day. A 
painting by Birge Harrison, entitled 
"Quebec from the St. Charles," was pur- 
chased by popular vote for a permanent 
collection. 

metropolitan The opening in March 
museum's of the Metropolitan 
new wing Museum's New Wing, 
"Addition F," marked a 
progressive step in museum art — the art 
of collecting, correlating, and exhibiting. 
Not only does this Wing of Decorative 
Arts contain an abundance of artistic 
treasure, but in its design and arrange- 
ment serves as an exhibit itself of no mean 
order. It was designed by the late Charles 



Follen McKim, with a definite knowl- 
edge of, and with direct reference to, the 
collections it was to contain, and it is, as 
Mr. Edward Robinson has truly said, an 
object lesson of the incalculable advan- 
tage of having such knowledge before- 
hand, when circumstances permit. A 
description of this wing and its collections 
will be given in articles written by Miss 
Elisabeth Luther Cary for Art and 
Progress, appearing in subsequent issues, 
but attention may be called at this time 
not only to the architectural beauty of 
the interior of this structure, and to the 
splendid effect produced through the artis- 
tic arrangement of exhibits, but also to the 
novel heating and ventilating system 
which insures a uniform temperature and 
ideal atmospheric condition, the ther- 
mometer during the seven months since its 
installation varying only from 64 to 67 
degrees, and the humidity being main- 
tained at from 64 to 65 per cent. It is 
also interesting to observe that in this 
building nothing has been sacrificed to 
the exterior, the exposed walls fronting 
upon courtyards, and, therefore, requir- 
ing little embellishment. 

city planning The second National 
conference, Conference on . City 
Rochester, Planning and the Prob- 
n. y. lems of Congestion will 

be held in Rochester, 
New York, on the second, third, and 
fourth of May. It will open on the 
evening of the second in the lecture room 
of the Chamber of Commerce, Mr. George 
Dietrich, the president of the Chamber, 
presiding, the Mayor of Rochester wel- 
coming the delegates and Mr. Frederick 
Law Olmsted presenting a paper on city 
planning, general in character and pur- 
posed as an introduction to the following 
sessions. On the third, both morning and 
afternoon, the Causes and Prevention of 
Congestion of Population will be consid- 
ered. The Circulation of Passengers and 
Freight will be the special topic on the 
morning of the fourth, and Some Prob- 
lems of Legal arid Administrative Pro- 
cedure Affecting the City Plan on the 
afternoon of that day. Among the speak- 
ers announced are Edward T. Hartman, 



